
      Prince Edward County Master Gardeners

           Minutes February 17, 2018 Picton Library (rescheduled)

The meeting was called to order by Alex at 10:15 pm.
Location: Picton Library, Picton, ON

Present:  Barbra Stock, Susan Warrack, Ren Duinker, Sandy Goranson, Alex Wiens, Marianne 
Malachowski, Maxine Thompson, Steve Storms, Joyce Young, Linda Melady, Cathy Pohl, Virginia 
Mitchell, Cathy Thompson, Carol Wilson.

Regrets: Agneta Sand, Alex Stenning.
Absent:  Rebecca Lamb,  Kevin Bazkur,  Alice Lumley.

1.  Call to Order: - Alex called the meeting to order at 10:15 am

2.  Approval of the Agenda:  First - Sandy, Seconded - Cathy. Passed

3.  Approval of the Minutes:  First - Ren, Seconded - Linda.  Passed

4.  Treasurer's Report:

February 2018

Last balance: $4410.49
Deposit (honorarium from Trenton Hort Society): $50.00
Total: $4460.49

First Susan, Seconded  Linda, Passed.

5. MGOI Summer Workshop:

Alex reminded us about the workshop this summer in Niagara on July 14-15.  The program will 
include Four Season Vegetable Gardening, Climate Change and Practical Insect ID, cost is $260.  
Cathy will be attending.  Further information and registration can be found on the MGOI website.

*** Please note - This was posted Sat., Feb 17, 2018 on the MG-List ***

The maximum number of people who can be accommodated at the workshop is 60 and although it is only 
February, we are already at the halfway mark. If you plan on attending, we recommend that you send in your
registration as early as possible. The workshop is designed especially for Master Gardeners and Master 
Gardeners in Training and the fee for this two-day educational weekend is $260

6. Gardening Segment: 

Linda and Sandy are working on getting gardening discussions and topics of interest into our 
meetings.  Linda gave a short presentation about Romanesco cauliflower which she discovered when
living in France with her husband for a few months.  Linda went on to say that the romanesco 
cauliflower was a perfect example of the Fibonacci sequence, a pattern repeated throughout nature.  
Many examples of the spiralling Fibonacci sequence patterns in nature were passed around.  Linda 



will be growing this vegetable this summer as an ornamental in her garden and asked for advice 
about growing cauliflower.

Sandy then gave us further information about how fungicides are killing bees as they adversely affect 
their ability to deal with everything from mites to pesticides  Even natural fungicides like baking soda 
make bees more vulnerable.  Any fungicide (or pesticide or herbicide) should be used after bees have
stopped flying around in the evening.  Lastly Sandy mentioned that we should leave dandelions in the
spring as they provide the first nectar available to bees.

7. Social Committee:

Alex addressed Barb's remarks at the last meetings and said that Barb had made a lot of good points.
We have a few social aspects of our group: summer outing, pot luck and our Christmas luncheon.  
Alex asked Barb if she would like to head up a social committee to organize these events.  Barb 
declined and we then had a discussion about our upcoming membership drive which will coincide 
with the gardening window at Books and Company during April.  We'd like to have a wine and cheese
night to attract more members and we talked about possible venues.  It was decided that Miss Lily's 
would be the best fit for us.  Alex and Ren will be part of an ad hoc committee to organize this event, 
Cathy will help whenever she can.  Alex will contact Miss Lily's and Ren will look into advertising.

8. Good News to Grow On:

Alex has submitted our grant application to MGOI.

9.  Plant Sale:

Our annual plant sale will be held on May 26 in the Metro parking lot. This committee will consist of: 
Ren, Steve, Sandy, Susan and Linda.  Barb will contact Metro to secure our spot.  We discussed 
other events that will be taking place that day, such as the Field Naturalists and the Hort Society.
( Barb has been in touch with Metro to secure our spot. )

10.  Trenton presentation:

Cathy gave us a report on the presentation she and Alex gave to the Trenton Horticultural Society and
Garden Club on February 15th.  Cathy spoke on her path to becoming a master gardener, they 
answered many questions from the group of about 40 people about such things as permaculture and 
nomenclature.

11.  Tree the County

This committee is moving towards creating an inventory of trees in Bloomfield.  They will be working 
with  Dr. Andy Kenney of the Neighbourwoods Project who will be conducting a three day training 
session June 22-24.  Ren and Susan will be participating in this and their hours during the training 
and tree inventory will go towards their MG volunteer hours.  Anyone interested in taking part should 
contact  Gerry Jenkison at gerry.jenkison@icloud.com .

12. Smylies

Maxine brought us up to date with Smylies.  This year we will be covering 7 weekends, the shifts are 
4 hours Saturdays and Sundays.  Smylies brings in a lot of money for us ($1200 in 2016) so we really
need to step up and fill these hours.  If you commit to a shift and are unable to make it, it is up to you 
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to find a replacement.  There are now 18 of us and if we all did even one shift, we would be able to 
cover the entire schedule.
The days we have to cover at Smylies are as follows:

May 12 and 13 ...(Mother's Day weekend)
May 19 and 20 ...(Victoria Day weekend)
May 26 and 27 ...(PECMG Plant Sale)
June 2 and 3
June 9 and 10
June 16 and 17
June 23 and 24

There will be s sign up sheet in the member's area of our website.  If you are able to do a shift, please
send Ren an email (or give her a call) and she will keep the sheet up to date.

Other Business:

Seedy Saturday is February 24th.  Alex and Marianne will be doing the first shift from 9:30 to 12:30 
then Ren and Steve will cover the afternoon shift and help Susan with the take-down.  It is being held 
at the high school (41 Barker St in Picton) so come out and swap some seeds, visit the vendors and 
say hello to all our fellow gardeners at various booths.

Adjournment:

Motion to adjourn - Ren, Seconded - Sandy.  Meeting adjourned 11:25 am.

Upcoming Events:

February 24th - Seedy Saturday Picton, Prince Edward Collegiate, 41 Baker Street 10 am to 3 pm

Membership Drive Wine and Cheese - TBA  (sometime in April to coincide with the window display 
in Books and Company throughout April and the launch of the Children's Garden Award)

 May 26 - Plant Sale

 

Next MG Meeting - Saturday, March 10th, 2018 at Picton Library 10:10 am 

Minutes prepared by Ren Duinker, Secretary.


