
            Prince Edward County Master Gardeners

Minutes January 27, 2018 Picton Library

The meeting was called to order by Alex at 10:15 pm
Location: Picton Library, Picton, ON

Present:  Barbra Stock, Susan Warrack, Ren Duinker, Sandy Goranson, Alex Wiens, Marianne 
Malachowski, Maxine Thompson, Steve Storms, Joyce Young, Linda Melady, Agneta Sand

Regrets: Alice Lumley, Virginia Mitchell, Cathy Thompson.
Absent:  Rebecca Lamb,  Kevin Bazkur.

1.  Call to Order - Alex called the meeting to order at 10:15 am and welcomed us all back.

2.  Approval of the Agenda Passed

3.  Approval of the Minutes  First - Sandy, Seconded Steve.  Passed

4.  Treasurer's Report:

Balance January 1, 2018:  $4860.49
Expenses (MGOI membership fees for 15 members): $450.00
NB: $5 rebate per member for 2018 fees
Balance: $4410.49

2017 Year End:
Total Revenue: 2742.25
Total Expenses: 2448.99
Income over expenses: $293.26
Cash in bank: $4860.49
NB: Income over expenses for 2016 was $271.97 and cash in bank at year end was $4567.23

First Susan, Seconded  Linda, Passed.

Please note: the 2017 Year End Financial Report that Susan handed out at the meeting was for 2016.
The 2017 report is attached to these minutes, with apologies from Susan.

4.  Ontario Volunteer Service Award

Alex reported that she has sent in our nomination of Virginia to MGOI and the Ontario site.

5.  Good News to Grow on Grant Application

We decided that we would apply for the grant to promote PECMG and to seek new membership.
Alex will fill out our application and report to the group when this is completed.



6.  Fungicides

We all know that the bees are under tremendous stress now with changes to their habitat and food 
sources.  Sandy brought a very interesting article to our attention about how fungicides are killing 
bees.  She will do a little more research on this and let us know more in February. 

7.  Seedy Saturday, Saturday Feb 24th:

Ren contacted Astrid Muschalla and unfortunately she is already booked for that day.  Susan sent in  
our request for a booth and has not heard back, she will follow up and get back to us to confirm we 
have a booth. (Jan 29th update: our booth is confirmed).

Alex and Marianne will do the 10 -12:30 shift
Ren and Steve will do 12:30 - 3:00 shift.

We had a discussion about doing an inventory of all the equipment PECMG owns and decided it 
would be a good idea.  Ren and Susan will do an inventory, probably later in the year when it's a bit 
warmer and then we will put up a list on the wall in Joyce's garage so items can be signed in and out.

8. Newcomer's group Presentation:

Alex and Joyce spoke to the Newcomer's group on January 18th.  Joyce told the group there were 
about 12 people there and they discussed what to expect from your plants.  Joyce said someone 
asked her about a private garden on a busy street and said it sounded very much like Virginia and 
Marianne's gardens.  The woman would like to change the entrance to her garden.  Joyce will contact
her to set up an appointment to evaluate her garden.

Ren reported that we had had an internet inquiry about another garden consultation from a woman 
who met Joyce and Alex at the library that day.  Ren called her and she will get back to her in April to 
arrange to have an MG come out to her place in Bloomfield.

9.  Tree The County

The Tree the County group has been busy working with the council to update the by-laws and policies
about trees in the county.  Agneta pointed out the importance of this work to protect older trees in The
County.  Barb pointed out that often a dear old tree is cut down and then simply replaced with a much
smaller - and often unsuitable tree.  Trees should be replaced with a like species of comparable size 
when appropriate.  Tree The County is looking for volunteers to do an inventory in Bloomfield this 
spring.  Dr. Andy Kenney, one of the architects of the Neighbourwoods, will be coming for a 2.5 day 
training session on tree identification. The inventory itself will be coordinated by Patrick Howe, a 
County resident, professional forester, and former student of Dr. Kenney.  Ren and Susan will be 
working on this project.  If you can help out contact Gerry Jenkison at gerry.jenkison@icloud.com  
Thanks.

12.  Children's Garden Award

Barb, Susan and Ren have been working with Books and Company.  Ren and Susan met with 
Isabelle Patton she agreed to have a window display to highlight the CGA and PECMG in their main 
window during April.  This will tie in with our membership drive.  There will also be a display in the 
store  near the front where we can put MG information, applications for the CGA, brochures about 
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becoming an MG and any other info we'd like.  Barb has also been in touch with Adam Busscher of 
Home Hardware and he will lend us any gardening tools we want for the window.  Alex will contact 
Books and Company about having a wine and cheese upstairs sometime during the window display 
in April.

13.  Smylies:

Good News!  Smylies want us back again next year.  Maxine has been in touch with Lorraine and  so 
far we will be starting May 12, we will be doing the May 19-20-21 weekend and then see how much 
further into the season we want to go.  Maxine also told us she has spoken to Lorraine about 
becoming an MG.  Any of you who have volunteered at Smylies, I'm sure would agree, Lorraine would
be a great MG.

14.  Wellington Gardens:

Joyce mentioned that the Wellington Gardens going in this year would be a good chance for us to 
honour MG's we have lost, perhaps with their badge somewhere in the garden.

15.  Christmas Luncheon:

Barb wanted to express her disappointment in the lack of presentation for Marlene's retirement.  She 
felt that there was not any recognition of what Marlene had done for the PECMG's and her 
accomplishments as an MG.  Marlene, who had a short speech prepared, was not given any chance 
to express her gratitude to us for all the years together.  Many of us did not even know what gift was 
given to Marlene.  Barb also pointed out that there is a serious lack of communications in the group 
and that members are not recognized for the work they do.  We are also missing opportunities to 
promote Master Gardeners.  We will be discussing this further.

Finally, a welcome to Alex Stenning, a new member all the way from Cornwall England.  And a 
welcome back to Agneta Sand, whom most of you know and we are all delighted to have back in the 
group.

Adjournment 11:25 am Motion - Sandy

Upcoming Events:

Feb. 15 - Trenton Horticultural Society and Garden Club - Cathy and Alex will be answering questions
at the February meeting.

February 24th - Seedy Saturday Picton, Prince Edward Collegiate, 41 Baker Street 10 am to 3 pm

Next MG Meeting - Saturday, February 10th, 2018 at Picton Library 10:10 am 

Minutes prepared by Ren Duinker, Secretary.


