
      Prince Edward County Master Gardeners

           Minutes March 10, 2018 Picton Library
               Location: Picton Library, Picton, ON

Present:  Barbra Stock, Susan Warrack, Ren Duinker, Sandy Goranson, Alex Wiens, 
Marianne Malachowski, Steve Storms, Alex Stenning, Joyce Young, Linda Melady, Virginia 
Mitchell, Cathy Thompson, Carol Wilson, Rebecca Lamb.

Regrets: Maxine Thompson,  Cathy Pohl, Kevin Bazkur,  Alice Lumley, Agneta Sand.

1.  Call to Order: - Alex called the meeting to order at 10:15 am

2.  Approval of the Agenda:  First - Steve, Seconded - Marianne. Passed

3.  Approval of the Minutes:  First - Ren, Seconded - Susan.  Passed

4.  Treasurer's Report:

Previous balance: $4460.49

Expenses:
$20.00 Seedy Saturday booth rental
$32.54 Argyll Engraving (CGA plaque engraving)

Current balance: $4407.95

First - Susan, Seconded  -Barb. Passed.

5. Children's Garden Award Update:

Barb and Ren brought in the trophy that David Stock built for the CGA. Ren asked that all 
MG's take a few of the CGA flyers and pin them up around The County.  They also passed out
application forms, gardening tips for kids and a few brochures.  Susan is busy delivering all 
the info to all the libraries and Ren will be sending out letters and information packages to all 
the primary schools and groups.  Books & Company is having a gardening theme in their 
window for the month of April and the CGA will be front and centre.

6. Members Night update: 

Alex reported she's been in touch with Miss Lily's about the Wine & Cheese Membership 
Night.  We'd need a licence $75, we'd have to supply the wine and any cheese trays that 
weren't eaten, we'd still have to pay for. We'd also need two servers at $14/hour.  The other 
option is a simple coffee/tea and sweets, which would be ordered on an individual basis for 
only what was needed. We decided to go with the coffee/tea/sweets option on Thursday, April 
12th 6 pm – 8 pm.  All in favour.  Carol suggested we send out invitations to local groups like 
the Hort Soc.  Barb reported that we've had three inquiries through our website about 
becoming an MG.



7. MGiT update:

Alex reported that both Alex and Carol had passed the eligibility test.
Susan is working on her second course The Art of Gardening.
Alex has not started her course work as yet and will be in touch with Ren about Dalhousie 
and with Becky about Guelph.
Carol has started and will probably be finished her first course, Plant ID very soon.
Joyce has aprons for Carol and Alex.

8. Plant Sale

Ren passed out this year's Plant Sale flyer and thanked Linda for her editing and her input on 
the layout and design.  Carol said she has some plants at her new house but does not know 
the cultivar; she also asked if plants that could be considered invasive, like Lily of the Valley 
were acceptable.  Alex responded that they are, we simply give a heads up when they are 
purchased at out plant sale.  Barb will order the roses and Ren will look into lilacs. Barb will 
put up the poster at Metro again this year.  We agreed on a $150 budget for roses.

9.  Garden Talk:

Joyce talked about an idea she has about easy care gardens; she has been asked frequently 
about this topic. She asked that all MG's send her photos of their gardens from two or three 
seasons (she asked especially for a picture of Virginia's front bed).  Marianne suggested Day 
Lilies.

Virginia reminds us all that the gardens at Macaulay House depend entirely on volunteers and
she thanked all the MG's for their help maintaining the gardens.  Macaulay volunteers get 
together on Thursday mornings and any MG who is interested in helping out is most 
welcome.  Any hours spent at Macaulay's count towards your MG volunteer hours.

Steve offered to make earwig traps to sell at the Plant Sale for $5/each.
First- Ren, Second -Susan, Passed.

10. Education Fund bank account :

Ren suggested we open a separate account for education.  Barb said she had been to the 
bank and we would receive a small amount of interest.  We went on to discuss how our 
funding of tuition for MGiT's could effect future MGiT's.  Sandy did not think we needed a 
separate account. Also discussed was what would happen if a new member left before 
completing and should they pay back any of the tuition? Should this be part of the 
agreement? Alex S. didn't think it would be legally binding.  Susan pointed out that when 
MGiT, Julia Lamoca left the group for personal reasons, she repaid the funds to us voluntarily.
Marianne pointed out that any agreement has to be in good faith.  Susan will look into having 



a separate savings account for education, and if there would be any cost to us etc. This will 
be tabled until our next meeting.

11.  Seedy Saturday report

Ren passed on Marianne's apologies for her absence at Seedy Saturday as she and Virginia 
were at meetings at Macaulay House and completely forgot.  Alex W. handled the morning 
shift and Steve and Ren did the afternoon.  When Ren and Steve arrived it took them almost 
ten minutes to find the MG booth.  It was in the back room.  Ren discussed this with Tamara 
Segal (Hawthorn Herbs) when she came around to collect the fee for our booth.  Tamara was 
very friendly and open to ideas, she said they had been overrun with vendors wanting a booth
this year.  The organizers decided to put all the vendors in the main room and the information 
booths in the back room. Ren sent a note to Lise, who was beside us at the Hort Soc booth.  
Lise felt the same way and suggested a better mix of vendors and non-profits.  Perhaps more 
of a first come, first serve would be more equitable. We'll express our ideas to the Seedy 
Saturday crew and see what happens next year.

12.  Certification Presentation:

Becky read the letter from Claudette Sims, President of MGOI, and  Alex presented Becky 
with her certificate.  

Congratulations Becky!

Adjournment:

Motion to adjourn First - Ren, Seconded -Susan .  Meeting adjourned  11:25 am.

Upcoming Events:

March 16 onward throughout April - Gardening window display at Books & Company
April 12 - Membership Night  - Thursday, April 12th 6-8 pm at Miss Lily's.
May 26 - Plant Sale
June 22-24 - Neighbourwoods Training (Susan and Ren)
 

Next MG Meeting - Saturday, April 14th, 2018 at Picton Library 10:10 am

Minutes prepared by Ren Duinker, Secretary.


