
    Prince Edward County Master Gardeners

Minutes April 21, 2018 The Wellings

The meeting was called to order by Alex at 10:10 am
Location: The Wellings, Picton, ON

Present:  Barbra Stock, Susan Warrack, Ren Duinker, Alex Wiens, Marianne Malachowski, Maxine 
Thompson, Steve Storms, Joyce Young, Linda Melady, Cathy Thompson,  Maxine Thompson, Carol 
Wilson, Cathy Pogue.

Regrets: Alice Lumley, Kevin Bazkur, Becky Lamb, Sandy Goranson, Alex Stenning.
Absent:  Agneta Sand

We welcomed two visitors to our meeting: Hedy Campbell and Kim Beaugrand. Kim will be taking the 
eligibility test soon.

1.  Call to Order - Alex called the meeting to order at 10:10 am.

2.  Approval of the Agenda – Approved.

3.  Approval of the Minutes  First - Joyce, Seconded Steve.  Passed

4.  Treasurer's Report:

Previous Balance: $4407.95

Expenses to date:
$14.68 - Picture for Becky’s certificate
$20.00 - Given to Picton Library for printing costs for CGA
$118.65 – Ad in Picton Gazette for Membership night
$594.00 – Course fees (Dalhousie) for Carol
Total Expenses: $747.33

Income to date:
$208.34 – MGOI grant
$75.00 – Honorarium for talk at Wesleyan
Total Income: $283.34

Current Balance: $3943.96
First: Susan, Second: Cathy. Passed.

Susan reported that she had looked into opening a separate bank account for scholarships and there 
really is no advantage to having a second account, as there is minimal interest. We discussed this 
and a few ideas were brought out: setting Smylie's funds aside for scholarships, Barb told us that 
Smylie's used to belong to an MG who specifically said it must continue to support MG's but there are
no guarantees, Carol pointed out that Smylie's is very good at community support and will in all 
likelihood continue to support us.

Motion to remain with one bank account: First: Susan, Second: Steven, All in favour, Barb opposed. 
Passed.



4.  Dissemination of information to garden clubs

Carol spoke to us about getting our information out to local gardening groups and Horticultural 
Societies in Trenton, Brighton, Belleville, etc.  Carol had the impression that information was not 
shared with these groups.  She pointed out that there are potentially members who might be 
interested in becoming an MG. We discussed this and explained to Carol what we do send out and 
that we are aware that what we send to these groups may not be passed on to the members of these 
groups.

It was decided that having a good relationship with local groups is important and we should work with 
them.  Carol would be our liaison with local gardening groups, she will ensure that our events and 
information is sent to all of them.  It should be pointed out that our meetings are always open to the 
public, anyone can attend.

Motion: First: Alex, Second: Marianne, Passed.

5. Purchase of laptop or other presentation equipment 

Carol brought up the possibility of owning our own laptop and equipment to ensure our presentations 
are done professionally.  She pointed out that often our audience is older and may have hearing 
difficulties, etc.,this equipment would be helpful in this regard. These could also be taken to our at 
Plant Sales, Garden Shows to have a digital ongoing presentation that would appeal to younger 
members of the public.

Linda asked how much this would cost.  Ren pointed out that although it would be lovely, first of all, 
most places we give presentations to have their own equipment and secondly, owning a laptop or 
high tech presentation equipment would be a technological nightmare.  Cathy Pogue agreed.

We decided to pass on any purchase of such equipment.

6.  Outdated articles on website

Carol brought to our attention that there are articles on our website that could use some updating.  
Specifically, for example, an article on drought which talks about a drought "last year" - is it still 
relevant?  Carol opened a discussion about how articles are put onto the website and what steps we 
take to keep information up to date.  Although of course much of the information we hand out doesn't 
change from one year to the next, sometimes it's simply a case of updating the style of the article to 
keep it current.  Alex W. suggested we have an annual review of all our information and archive 
anything (like reporting on a drought perhaps) that were time sensitive.

Thank you to Carol for taking the initiative to bring all these issues to our attention and starting a 
discussion about how to keep ourselves and our resources up to date.

Joyce reminded us to send photos of our gardens to Ren for the picture album.

7.  Plant Sale

The Plant Sale committee: Susan, Steve, Linda and Ren had very little to do this year since we are 
quite organized from previous years.  Ren passed around the map of the layout of the tables at the 
plant sale (see attached Plant Sale Notes) and brought to our attention that this year we will have the 



Earwig Traps that Steve has made for sale ($5.00), it has also been suggested that we bring any old 
gardening magazines to the plant sale to be put into a box and offered for free to anyone who would 
like it.  

*** Please remember to cross out your name and address on any magazines you bring in ***  
Also this year, if you have any gardening books you'd like to pass on, we'd like offer them for sale at 
the Plant Sale.

Ren suggested now is the time to do a walk about in your garden and have a look at what you might 
bring.  Barb pointed out that this can also be done in the fall, plants can be potted up and heeled in 
and then simply lifted now in preparation for the plant sale. Cathy (Pogue) also pointed out that the 
pots look much better if they've been potted up for a couple of weeks at least before the Plant Sale.  
Kim Beaugrand, our guest, said she had some dark lilacs she could bring to the Plant Sale.

We use coloured popsicle sticks to show the price of the plants.  There will be signs showing the 
prices on each table.  Barb asked if we have enough tables, the committee will check.

Please send Ren a list of what you are bringing with common and botanical name.  Please see the 
list from last year of what was in the Plant Sale attached to the minutes.Plants that are not labelled 
will not  be put into the sale, please ensure you have labelled all your pots.  Ren will bring labels to 
the May meeting, or you can email (or call her) to send you some.  Susan will put up the tape in the 
parking lot, Barb will order the roses. Joyce reminded us to wear your apron. We are also short of 
aprons and decided to have five more made up.  First: Alex, Second: Steve, to authorize Joyce to 
purchase whatever materials she needs to make up five aprons.  Passed.

8. Smylie's

Susan passed around the Smylie's schedule for this year and it is now filled. Thanks to everyone who
signed up.

9.  Ontario Volunteer Service Award

Ren reported on the Awards ceremony she, Marianne and Virginia attended on April 18th in Belleville.
We are all very proud of Virginia and delighted that her years of hard work, not only on behalf of 
Master Gardeners but also her devotion to the Macaulay Heritage Gardens has been recognized by 
the Ontario Volunteer Service Award with a fifteen year pin.

Congratulations Virginia! 

12.  Member's Night

Alex W. reported on the Member's Night, we received a MGOI grant of $208 that should cover all the 
expenses.  We had about six interested people come out and Kim and Robin expressed an interest in
taking the eligibility test.  Ren asked Kim if she had any feedback about the evening to share with us 
and Kim said she had felt a bit lost and suggested that perhaps an MG could meet people at the door 
and sit with them to answer any questions.

13.  New Foundation in The County

The new foundation being started by local real estate agent Bev Skidmore has not met as yet so Alex 
W. did not have any information to share with us.



14.  Neighbourwoods

Alex W. read an email on her phone to us from Tree the County reporting on their meeting.  There are
134 trees in The County marked to be cut down, some very old and valuable. Barb remarked that 
trees are cut down in The County simply because they are inconvenient and that large hardwoods are
often replaced with much less significant trees. Marianne remarked that trees clean the air and are 
vitally important to the environment.  We will continue to work with Tree The County.

The training session for Neighbourwoods will take place June 22-24, Ren and Susan will be 
attending. An inventory of trees in Bloomfield will be compiled over the summer.

Barb explained how the PECMG email works in our group.  We want to develop a database of 
questions and answers.  She asked that when she sends out an email asking MG's to answer a 
question that we please step up.  Cathy Pogue will be emailing us all asking what areas of expertise 
we might feel confident answering, please respond so we can get organized and Barb will have a 
better idea where to direct email questions that come in.

15.  Vertical Planting:

Susan spoke to us about her own experiences with vertical planting in her vegetable garden.  Vertical 
planting eliminates bending over, brings the plants to eye level and adds space to the garden.  Susan 
shared with us some of her successes and her failures - mildew on squash, enormous tomatoes.  
She hopes to implement vertical elements into her garden this year.

16. Adjournment   11:40 am

Upcoming Events:

Joyce's 90th Birthday Lunch -TBA
May 26 - Plant Sale
June 22-24 - Neighbourwoods Training

Next MG Meeting - Saturday, May 12th, 2018 at Picton Library 10:10 am 

Minutes prepared by Ren Duinker, Secretary.


