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It's been a good year for us, we have welcomed three new members, Gail, Margo and Michael.  They 
all bring so much talent, we are lucky to have them. 
 
Gail is a seasoned professor, so she’s used to speaking to large groups.  She’s expressed an interest 
in doing presentations, so we look forward to hearing from her this year.  I want to especially thank 
Gail for reuniting us with the Belleville Garden Tour and teaming us up once again to have a booth 
there. That will be terrific exposure for us. I’d also like to thank her for volunteering to help organize 
the plant sale next year.  Gail volunteered at one of the advice clinics at Canada Blooms this year, so 
The County was well represented there. Gail has also been keeping our popular Facebook page up 
to date and doing a great job, thanks for all that Gail. 
 
Margo is definitely a self-starter with a big heart.  Her community garden was a huge success last 
year and we welcome her into the Children's Garden Award 2020 committee. Margo brings a fresh 
perspective and a down-to-earth approach and brings people together to get things done, she is a 
real asset to the group.  Thanks for volunteering Margo. 
 
Michael comes to us with enviable qualifications – a certified Arborist and an Organic Horticulture 
Specialist – what more could you ask for of a new member?  Add that to her enthusiasm to learn 
more about gardening, her desire to become involved with her community and her love of native 
plants and you have the perfect candidate.  I confess I'm scheming to have a pruning demonstration 
for all of us in my garden this spring! 
 
To all our new members, we’re all here for you. If you have a question about the course work or want 
to know something about Master Gardeners in general or our group specifically, you can call any 
member anytime.  There are members who are willing to be a mentor and if you’d like to team up with 
someone, just ask. Welcome aboard and thanks for joining. 
 
We all work hard to get gardening information out to our community and keep Master Gardeners in 
the limelight…. 
 
What would we do without Maxine acting as our liaison with our good friend Lorraine at Smylies?  Or 
Virginia's dedication to the Heritage Gardens at Macaulay, that lets those of us fortunate enough to 
be part of her team a chance to do actually gardening to keep the gardens in top condition throughout 
the season? Virginia, you are a treasure. 
 
For the past two years we've been fortunate to have Alex, Susan, Carol, Steve, and Kim offering their 
expertise at Seedy Saturday.  Alex, one of our most knowledgeable members, often arrives early to 
do set up, Susan and Kim take everything down and return it to our storage in Kim's barn (thanks also 
for that Kim). 
 
Alex, Sandy and Susan also work with Tree The County and are involved with the Neighbourwoods 
project in Bloomfield.  Carol is our ears and eyes at the Hort Soc working with our good friend Lisa 
Bois and divides her time between these two busy groups.  As a professional pharmacist, Carol 
somehow manages to get a lot done with her volunteer work and we’re most grateful for all the time 
she devotes to Master Gardeners.  She’s enjoying a holiday in her native Scotland and we look 
forward to her return in the new year.  THANKS CAROL. 
 
Cathy, who served on the MGOI Board of Directors as Treasurer until recently, brought an insider’s 
perspective to our group and let us in on how the board operates. She has been learning the ropes of 



presentations under the expert eyes and ears of Alex this year.  They did a couple of presentations 
and Cathy has expressed an interest in doing a presentation to our group in the new year.  We’ve 
tentatively scheduled this for our February meeting. 
 
Speaking of our meetings, many of you have expressed how boring our meetings are – I quite agree.  
We are gardeners and sitting through dreary business meetings never rings anyone’s bell.  We’d like 
to have speakers, presentations, demonstrations…events that would relate to gardening and give us 
all new ideas and exciting information.  In order to do this, I need to ask you if you would be willing to 
set aside and additional hour for our meetings to accommodate all this.  (show of hands maybe…) 
Thanks. 
 
When Quinte-Tweed disbanded several years ago, we were the recipients of some block-buster 
Master Gardeners:  Steve, Karen, Cathy Pogue and Marlene Phillips (both now retired), and Alice. 
We continue to be grateful for Alice’s involvement with many projects and events.  Alice's work 
schedule keeps her busy but I'm glad she always makes time to offer her unique perspective to our 
work in the community.  Alice received her 15 year pin this year - CONGRATULATIONS AND 
THANKS ALICE! 
 
Karen lives a long way away from Picton and has a big job all year round with long hours on the 
Trent-Severn Waterway. We’re so happy she is able to attend our meetings via Skype (facilitated by 
Gail, thanks Gail) to bring her experience and straight-forward perspective to our meetings.  Karen is 
an extremely knowledgeable Master Gardener with a wealth of experience and a friendly, down-to-
earth approach.  She always finds time to be at the Smylie’s Nursery in the spring and keeps us 
appraised of the work she does with the Trenton Woodlot Conference, one of her many interests. I 
first met Karen at our Bats, Myths and Mayhem event with local naturalist, Terry Sprague in 2017. I 
was impressed with Karen’s “jump right in” approach and her technical know-how as well as her vast 
knowledge.  Karen’s one of those self-starter members who gets an idea and runs with it.  She’s that 
delightful combination of technical savvy and artistic vision – a huge asset to any group.  Thanks so 
much for everything Karen!  
 
Whenever the Seniors Fair comes around, as coordinator, I never have a minute's worry when 
Virginia and Marianne are at the helm.  I know they will be on time; they'll bring all the appropriate 
advice sheets, they'll be smiling and helpful.  Always a pleasure to work with such reliable, 
knowledgeable members.  Last year, Virginia was honoured with an Ontario Volunteer Service 
Award.  This year, it was also another feather in our cap when our Marianne was honoured as 
Volunteer of the Year Award - couldn’t happen to a more hard-working lovely person. Congratulations 
Marianne.  And whenever I am speaking with Marianne on the telephone, she always closes by 
saying something kind to me and now I get to say it to her… 
 

THANK YOU TO BOTH OF YOU FOR ALL THE WORK YOU DO. 
 

This year, with Barb being laid up for a couple of months, the Children's Garden Award was passed 
into the good hands of Susan and Sandy who worked tirelessly for months, visiting gardens, listening 
to the kids and making a big splash for them at the Awards Presentation.  We couldn't have done this 
without the support and friendly assistance of our friends at the Picton Library. THANK YOU SANDY 
AND SUSAN! 
 
This year's plant sale will be even better!  We've been so lucky to have Joyce at the centre of the sale 
keeping an eagle eye on the money.  She is nothing short of amazing and we appreciate her work 
more than she'll ever know.  I only hope we will have her with us in the group for many years to come.  
THANKS SO MUCH JOYCE.  



 
All of you bring so much to the plant sale:  your lovely plants, your knowledge and your hard work.  
Gail will be involved with organizing the plant sale this year and I look forward to new ideas and new 
ways of doing things.  If you want to help out, or you've got an idea, please give Gail a call.  We all 
have ideas and together we can make this sale one of our best ever.  Barb and I are working on 
having a selection of succulents for sale, something new for us and we hope to make it a success.  I'd 
like to continue with offering our old gardening magazines (for free) to our patrons and maybe even 
sell some old gardening books.  Let us know what you think could add to our plant sale.  Thanks. 
 
This year we also hosted our successful Wild About Herbs event, our first technical update in many 
years.  It was a lot of work over many months but thanks to the dedication of Joyce, Carol, Barb, 
Susan, Karen and Steve we pulled it off.  Barb was the initial contact and had the idea to do this in 
the first place, she got in touch with Conrad and he happily agreed to come (thanks to his long-
standing friendship with Barb). Susan and I met with Rachel to book The Wellings and iron out the 
details.  Karen made us a great table-top sign to welcome our guests and let them know they’d come 
to the right place. The planter boxes we gave away were made by Steve and they were definitely the 
gift of choice! Joyce and Carol greeted all our guests at the front desk and ran the registration part 
flawlessly. Thanks to you all of you who attended and brought your friends.  A special thanks to 
Marianne and Virginia who obviously talked up Master Gardeners during lunch and brought Margo 
into the group.  We’ll do another technical update, so put on your thinking caps and let us know what 
you’d like to see happen. 
 
I'd like to say on behalf of all of us how happy we all are to see Barb back in the thick of it again.  Her 
recovery has been miraculous after such a nasty break and long convalesce.  Barb is always full of 
ideas and her gardening expertise and years of experience is legendary and enriches us all.  Barb, 
what can I say – THANK YOU! 
 
And finally, last but for sure not least...I'd like to congratulate one of our most hard-working members 
on the successful completion of the gruelling certificate exam.  Susan is always willing to help with 
whatever needs doing, she's always at the centre of things and brings her quiet and fun-loving 
attitude to all her work.  I'd like to present Susan with her certificate and officially welcome her into the 
exciting and rewarding world of Master Gardening. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS SUSAN!!! 


