
Swamp Milkweed
Ascepias incarnata

Butterfly Milkweed
Asclepias tuberosa

Common Milkweed
Asclepias syriaca

Whorled Milkweed
Asclepias verticillata

Help Save the Monarch Butterflies in Prince Edward County
Monarch butterflies face three challenges for survival.
The first is the loss of forest habitat in Mexico. Illegal
logging has decimated the monarch's natural range.
In Canada there is not much we can do to prevent
illegal logging in Mexico. The second is climate change,
something that is affecting many species on the planet.
Grassroots climate change initiatives are slowly altering
the government position on many issues such as the
use of neonicotinoids in farming and GMO foods.
The third is the lack of milkweed.
This is something we can all do something about.

Milkweed, the monarch butterfly caterpillar's sole food
source, has been disappring, especially in the American
Mid-West. Many fields that were once grassland blanketed
by milkweed have been converted to growing corn.
The high demand for Ethanol as a biofuel has made corn
growing attractive to farmers. The use of Roundup to
eliminate weeds in the fields has eliminated milkweed as well.
Alex Wiens, Grateful for Gardens
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Consider growing some common, butterfly or swamp or 
whorled milkweed in your garden. Common Milkweed, 
Asclepias syriaca, is a bit invasive so you may want to try 
some of the other varieties if you have a small urban 
garden. All milkweeds have an attractive flower when they 
bloom and the seed pods can be used for late Fall/early 
Winter decoration.
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